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STARBASE, a program for youths ages 6 through 18, is aimed at improving math and science skills. The program starts at the elementary school level in order to attract and prepare students at an early age for careers in engineering and other science-related fields of study. The program principally exposes at-risk-children and their teachers to real world applications of math and science through experiential learning, simulations and experiments in aviation and space-related fields. The program also addresses drug use prevention, health, self-esteem, and life skills within a math and science-based program.

Participating States/Territories: STARBASE states are California, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Vermont, Wyoming and Puerto Rico.

Program goals: Through "hands-on" learning, students improve their math, science and technology-related skills. Support systems and extended-care networks are also provided for students as the program tracks their improvement in the curriculum areas. Parents are encouraged to become positively involved in their children's learning process.

School Selection: Schools with a high portion of economically and educationally disadvantaged students apply and are selected by state and local selection committees. 

Personnel and Support Services: Programs are staffed by federally reimbursed state employee or contract personnel.

