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SUBJECT:  REINSTATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL (NDSM)

 (REFERENCE:  DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MEMORANDUM (DEPSECDEF

 MEMO), DATED 26 APRIL 2002, SAME SUBJECT; DOD 1348.33-M, DATED

 SEPTEMBER 1996; AND AFI 36-2803, TABLE 6.1, DATED 1 JANUARY 1998)

1.  ESTABLISHMENT (QUOTE FROM DEPSECDEF MEMO).  "THE SACRIFICES AND

 CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY THE ARMED FORCES IN DIRECT RESPONSE TO THE

 TERRORISM ATTACKS ON THE UNITED STATES AND THE LONG-TERM RESOLUTION

 OF TERRORISM MERIT SPECIAL RECOGNITION.  THEREFORE, PURSUANT TO

 EXECUTIVE ORDER 10448, I HEREBY AUTHORIZE MEMBERS OF THE US ARMED

 FORCES SERVING ON ACTIVE DUTY ON OR AFTER SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 TO BE

 AWARDED THE NDSM.  THE TERMINATION DATE WILL BE DETERMINED IN THE

 FUTURE.  THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR PERSONNEL AND READINESS

 IS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE THE NECESSARY ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

 THE FACT THAT A CLOSING DATE HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED DOES NOT

 PRECLUDE AWARD TO MILITARY MEMBERS WHO MEET THE AWARD CRITERIA."

2.  ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR NDSM:  HONORABLE SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF

 THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES FROM 11 SEPTEMBER 2001 TO A

 DATE TO BE DETERMINED (DTBD).  ELIGIBILE FOR THE NDSM ARE SERVICE

 MEMBERS ON ACTIVE DUTY, MEMBERS OF THE SELECTED RESERVE IN GOOD

 STANDING, AND MEMBERS OF OTHER THAN THE SELECTED RESERVE WHO WERE

 CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY (INCLUDES CADETS WITH THE USAF ACADEMY).

 INELIGIBLE ARE MEMBERS CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF

 UNDERGOING A PHYSICAL EXAMINATION; ANY MEMBER OF THE INDIVIDUAL

 READY RESERVE, THE INACTIVE NATIONAL GUARD OR THE STANDBY OR RETIRED

 RESERVE WHOSE ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE WAS FOR TRAINING ONLY, OR TO SERVE

 ON BOARDS, COURTS, COMMISSIONS, AND SIMILAR ORGANIZATIONS.

3.  AFPC RESPONSIBILITY:  HQ AFPC/DPSI WILL COORDINATE A MASS SYSTEM

 UPDATE OF THE NDSM FOR ALL ELIGIBLE AIR FORCE PERSONNEL WHO WERE

 CONSIDERED ON ACTIVE DUTY ON OR AFTER 11 SEPTEMBER 2001 IN

 ACCORDANCE WITH THE CRITERIA IN PARAGRAPH TWO OF THIS MESSAGE.

4.  MPF RESPONSIBILITY:  THE MPF CAREER ENHANCEMENT ELEMENT (AWARDS

 AND DECORATIONS SECTION) AT EACH INSTALLATION IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE

 UPDATE OF THE NDSM FOR ALL PERSONNEL ASSIGNED, ATTACHED, OR SERVICED

 BY THE MPF THAT WERE NOT PROPERLY UPDATED WITH THE AFPC MASS UPDATE.

  THE MPF ALSO RESOLVES MATTERS FOR, AND DETERMINES ELIGIBILITY TO,

 THE NDSM BY UNIT RESERVISTS, IMA RESERVISTS, AND ANG MEMBERS BY

 CONTACTING HQ AFRC/DPMC, DSN: 497-1225/1288 (UNIT RESERVISTS), HQ

 ARPC/DPSSP, DSN: 926-6134/35 (IMA RESERVISTS), OR ANG/DPFOC, DSN:

 327-1731 (ANG MEMBERS).  THE MPF AWARDS AND DECORATIONS SECTION IS

 ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR FIRST-TIME ISSUE (UPON REQUEST BY THE MEMBER)

 OF THE NDSM TO ELIGIBLE MEMBERS.  THE COMPLETION OF THE AF FORM 104

 IS NOT, REPEAT, NOT REQUIRED.  MILPDS UPDATE FOR THE NDSM IS "ND."

5.  MEMBER'S RESPONSIBILITY:  NONE, EXCEPT INDIVIDUALS WHO BELIEVE

 THEY ARE AUTHORIZED THE NDSM UNDER THE CRITERIA ESTABLISHED ABOVE,

 BUT ARE NOT AUTOMATICALLY UPDATED BY THE MPF, SHOULD VERIFY THEIR

 ELIGIBILITY THROUGH THEIR LOCAL MPF CAREER ENHANCEMENT SECTION

 (AWARDS AND DECORATIONS OFFICE).

6.  MANNER OF WEAR & DEVICES:  THE NDSM SHALL TAKE PRECEDENCE

 IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MEDAL FOR HUMANE ACTION AND BEFORE THE KOREAN

 SERVICE MEDAL.  ELIGIBLE MEMBERS WEAR THE BASIC RIBBON FOR INITIAL

 AWARD OF THE NDSM.  ADDITIONAL AWARD OF THE NDSM IS DENOTED BY A

 BRONZE SERVICE STAR(S).  THE FOLLOWING ARE PERIODS IN WHICH THE NDSM

 HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED:

- 27 JUNE 1950 - 27 JULY 1954

- 1 JANUARY 1961 - 14 AUGUST 1974

- 2 AUGUST 1990 - 30 NOVEMBER 1995

- 11 SEPTEMBER 2001 - DTBD

7.  AVAILABILITY OF MEDAL:  THE NDSM IS IN THE DEFENSE SUPPLY SYSTEM

 AND IN AIR FORCE AND ARMY EXCHANGE SERVICE (AAFES) MILITARY CLOTHING

 AND SALES STORES.  THE STOCK NUMBER FOR THE NDSM IS

 8455-00-281-3214.

8.  INDIVIDUALS ARE REQUIRED TO WORK WITH THEIR LOCAL MPFS TO RESOLVE

 QUESTIONS/CONCERNS RELATING TO THE NDSM.  MPFS ARE ASKED TO WORK

 WITH THEIR MAJCOM COUNTERPARTS TO RESOLVE INDIVIDUAL

 QUESTIONS/CONCERNS OR TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE

 ON UPDATING THE NDSM.

9.  QUESTIONS FROM MAJCOMS CONCERNING THIS MESSAGE SHOULD BE DIRECTED

 TO MSGT AL SALINAS OR TSGT DONALD YOUNG, HQ AFPC/DPPPRA AT DSN

 665-2516.

