Just the “FAQs

“Scholarships for Military Children”

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:
Why are you doing a “Scholarship For Military Children” Program?
A:
Commissaries are an integral part of the quality of life offered to service members and their families. The Scholarships for Military Children Program was created in recognition of the contributions of military families to the readiness of the fighting force and to celebrate the role of the commissary in the military family community. It is the intent of the program that a “Defense Commissary Agency/Fisher House Foundation Scholar” scholarship funded through contributions will be awarded annually for each commissary (where practical) operated by the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) worldwide.

Q:
Why is Fisher House Foundation involved?

A:
The Fisher House program provides a “Home Away from Home” near military medical centers for families experiencing a personal medical crisis and is one of the premiere quality of life organizations supporting military families. The foundation is looking for a way to expand their service to military families and volunteered to administer the program.

Q:
How many scholarships are available?

A:
One scholarship will be awarded at every commissary location. More than one scholarship per commissary may be available based on response and funding. If a commissary location has no applicants, or applicants do not meet the award criteria, the scholarship may not be awarded at that location. 

Q:
Who can apply?

A:
Children of Active Duty personnel, Reserve/Guard and Retired commissary customers may apply for a Scholarship for Military Children.  Eligibility, including survivors of deceased members, will be determined using the DoD ID Card Directive, i.e., age 21, or up to the 23rd birthday if still enrolled as a full time student. The applicant must be planning to attend or is attending an accredited college or university, starting in the fall term of the year following the application year, on a full-time basis. Defense Commissary Agency Scholars scholarship may be awarded to both high school seniors and those working toward a first undergraduate degree provided they are carrying a full-time course load and are in good academic standing at a college or university accredited in the United States. No scholarship will be awarded for those pursuing an associate, second undergraduate or graduate school degree. Students accepting a military academy appointment or a full scholarship are not eligible to receive funds from this program.

Q:
What kind of information do I need to apply?
A:
Scholarships applications will include information on the applicant’s scholarship, citizenship, school and community activities, and leadership (no financial information will be required). The applicant must provide proof of acceptance to the college or university of his/her choice prior to issuance of the award. Students must have a cumulative grade point average of a minimum of 3.0 on a 4.0 grade scale.  Each application will be accompanied with a short essay (not to exceed 500 words) on what being a military dependent has meant to the applicant.

Q:
Where do I apply and where do I take my application?

A:
Pick up an application at your local commissary or download it from www.commissaries.com. Individuals may apply at only one commissary—it should be the commissary where his/her family principally does its shopping. Applicants will return their completed forms from December 1 through February 15 at the customer service/cashier’s office.  A commissary store official will, after checking the dependent identification (ID) card, certify on the application form that the applicant is eligible. The applicant is not required to personally appear so long as a parent or guardian presents the applicant’s ID card (not a photo copy) to the commissary store official.  No photocopy of ID cards will be made or kept at the store.

Q:
What is the scholarship value? 
A:
Scholarship awards will be based on funds available. Scholarships will be $1,500 or more depending on response and availability of funds. 

Q:
How will awards be decided?

A:
DeCA or Fisher House will not select the recipients. The recipients will be selected by an independent contractor, Scholarship Managers, on the basis of merit.

Q:
What if I have questions about the application procedure?

A:
Scholarship Managers, a professional scholarship contractor, is handling questions and selecting recipients. Contact them with questions at scholarshipmanagers@erols.com or (856) 573-9400.
Q:
If I win, how will I know, and how will I get my award?

A:
Recipients will be notified NLT than April 30. Additional verification of military status may be required prior to award. Scholarships will only be applied to the student’s tuition cost and are for the forthcoming school year only although a successful applicant may apply for another scholarship in succeeding years. A presentation ceremony will be held at the recipient’s commissary at a time convenient to all parties concerned. Recipients agree to the use of their image and application materials for the purpose of publicity at the time of award and in the future.

Q:
What if I live at an installation that has no commissary?
A:
The scholarships are being awarded on behalf of DeCA’s commissary locations. Applications are accepted from anyone who meets the scholarship criteria. Where you live physically, or what branch of service you are in, is not a deciding factor. An active duty applicant living or working at an installation that has no commissary should apply through whatever commissary they normally shop.

Q:
Is a child restricted from applying if a parent works on the installation or at the commissary?

A:
Since the scholarship program is not being administered by DeCA or the federal government, and the applications are being judged by an independent contractor, anyone who is a qualified ID card holder and meets the scholarship criteria may apply. A parent’s place of employment is not part of the application process.
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