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Virginia Army National Guardsman To Take Command

Of the Historic 29th Infantry Division

Ft. Belvoir, Virginia – Brig. Gen. Daniel Long of Fredericksburg, Virginia, took command of the 29th Infantry Division (Light) in ceremonies conducted at Fort Belvoir, Virginia on Saturday, August 3, 2002.

“To be selected to command the historic 29th division is the honor of a lifetime," said Brig. Gen. Long. I am committed to the soldiers and veterans of the Division. My goal is to ensure that the soldiers of the 29th Division receive the best training the Army can provide. I consider each soldier and their families the most valuable asset of this Division.” 

Long has served 38 years with the Virginia Army National Guard and succeeds Maj. Gen. H Steven Blum, the outgoing commander of the division. Long has recently returned from the Bosnia Peacekeeping mission were he served as the Deputy Task Force Eagle Commander, Multinational Division North. 

The division Long will command currently has units located in five states Maryland, Virginia, New Jersey, Connecticut and Massachusetts and in the upcoming months units from North Carolina and Vermont will also be added to the 29th. The 29th is one of the most decorated divisions in the Army National Guard; and also is among the most honored in United States Army history. Many of its units have lineage and honors that pre-dates the American Revolution. 

The division served with distinction in the Meuse-Argonne offensive of World War I, but is most famous for being one of the five divisions, and the only National Guard division, that made the initial assault into Normandy, France, to begin the invasion of Adolf Hitler’s "Fortress Europe" during World War II. 

The 29th Infantry Division landed alongside the 1st Infantry Division on Omaha Beach at 6:30 a.m. on D-Day, June 6, 1944, and its performance on that fateful day has lifted its reputation to almost mythic proportions. The division’s assault elements suffered more than 660 of the more than 2,500 American casualties (killed, wounded, missing) on D-Day. 

-MORE-

By the end of World War II with 242 days in combat, the 29th Infantry Division had suffered 20,324 killed or wounded, one of the highest casualty rates of any division in the war. In spite of the high casualty the division fought gallantly from the beaches of Normandy to the final defeat of the Nazi’s in Germany.

The division recently returned from Bosnia-Herzegovina after a successful tour of Peacekeeping duty in the war-torn nation. Several units from the division are currently serving in Operation Noble Eagle.

" Brig. Gen. Daniel Long is an outstanding choice to lead the famed 29th Infantry division," said Maj. Gen. Claude Williams, the adjutant general of Virginia. He is the right leader in a time when the Guard is being called on everyday to support the war on terrorism. He always put his mission and soldiers first.” 

 “Brig. Gen. Long is the right man for the job, said Major General H Steven Blum, the outgoing 29th Division (Light) Commander. He is a soldier’s, soldier. I completely trust this man in every measurable way. He is the right leader to direct the future of the 29th.”  

Long attend Officer Candidate School in Fort Benning, Georgia and was commissioned a 2nd Lt. in1967 and went on to attend the Engineer Basic Course. In his career, he has served in a multitude of assignments in both the Engineers and Infantry. As an Engineer officer he commanded 229th Engineer Battalion (Light) and converted to the Infantry where he commanded, 2d Brigade, 29th Infantry Division (Light).

Long is a graduate of the Engineer Officers’ Basic and Advanced Courses, Infantry Officer Advance Course, U.S. Army Command and General Staff Officer Course, U.S Army War College. He also earned the Ranger Tab and is Air Assault qualified and holds the coveted Expert Infantry Badge. Long is a graduate of Liberty University. 
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