Tips for a Successful Conventions
New Orleans, Louisiana, the Crescent City, the City of Chefs, the Birthplace of Jazz, the City that Care Forgot. It’s hard to define New Orleans, she has many diverse personalities it is a challenge to know where to begin.  Rich in Culture and History. Gifted in Music and Cuisine.  Immersed in Art and Architecture. Lavished in Celebration and Beauty.  New Orleans has so much to offer.

Conventions can be overwhelming with all the choices of sessions to attend and  finding the time to meet with friends and colleagues.  A few moments spent planning will take the stress out of your days and ensure that you don’t miss anything.  Here are some tips to help you plan.

Review the contents of the conference program book before the rush of the Convention begins.  The convention program book is your Convention planning tool.  Use a highlighter to mark the sessions you don’t want to miss.

· Keep in mind that attending sessions and spending time networking are both important – scheduling your time now will avoid conflicts later.

· Flag the pages that you need to refer back to again and again to save time.

· Have plenty of business cards on hand for networking with other professionals.

· Bring express shipment labels with you so you can ship materials back to yourself instead of having to take them on the airplane.

· The weather in New Orleans during the month of May has an average high of 84 degrees and the average low of 65 degrees with intermittent rain showers.  Keep in mind that weather is unpredictable so check the forecast the week before you leave.

· Plan early and make it a family event – there are various tours and sights to see in New Orleans.  Your guest, spouse and family can stay entertained all day!  There is an on-site travel Concierge for your convenience that you may check for city attractions.

· Finally, take a deep breath and de-stress before stepping into the Convention.  Then go for it!  The more involved you are the more questions you ask the presenters, other attendees, the more information (and new friends) you will bring home with you.

