Common Myths and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) Regarding Jewish Americans

There are numerous myths about Jewish Americans.  The myths listed here can be found in The Jewish Connection by M. Hirsch Goldberg.

Myth:  Jews do not serve in the military.

Truth:  Jewish Americans have served in every major national engagement, to include the Revolutionary War.  In most cases, they served in numbers that exceeded their percent of the population.

Myth:  The Star of David has always been a symbol of Jews and their faith.

Truth:  The star of David became known as the emblem of the Jewish people in 1897.  Initially the star was selected to represent the Zionist movement.  Over the years it was associated with the Jewish people.  The star is not of Jewish origin.  The only solely Jewish symbol is the seven branched candelabra know as the menorah.

Myth:  Hitler could not have possibly associated himself with any Jews.

Truth:  Adolf Hitler’s family doctor and cook were both Jews.

FAQ:  Why are Jews known as the “Chosen People”?

Answer:  Jews believe that their GxD (it is Jewish custom to leave the “o” out) selected them to worship only Him and to fulfill the mission of proclaiming His truth among all the nations of the world.

FAQ:  Why don’t Jews believe in Jesus, he was Jewish?

Answer:  Yes, Jews teach that Jesus was a Jew.  Jewish people believe that during Jesus’ life he turned away from some of the practices of Judaism.  After his death his followers created a different religion, which is the basis of Christianity.  The Torah teaches Jews that no prophet or teacher can arise and change the laws of the Torah.  Jews believe that Jesus and his followers attempted to change the laws of the Torah.  Therefore, under Torah law, Jesus cannot be considered a leader to the Jewish people.

FAQ:  Do Jews believe in the devil or Satan?

Answer:  Judiasm has a different perspective on this issue.  There is mention in the Jewish texts of forces of evil, often called in Hebrew, Satan, or yetzer harah, the evil inclination.  Jewish thought teaches that these forces work on behalf and in accordance with GxD as messengers of temptation.  Jews do not believe that these evils forces have physical form such as the generally accepted image of a devil.

FAQ:  Who wrote the Torah?

Answer:  Jewish teachings say that Moses wrote the Torah exactly as GxD told it to him on Mount Sinai.  Hence, the Torah is known as the Five Books of Moses.  However, Joshua wrote the last few passages, which describes Moses’ death and the following events.

FAQ:  What is the difference between Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Judaism?

Answer:  

Orthodox Judiasm:  Keeps all the traditional laws and customs of the Torah.  There are many different branches of Orthodox Jewry.  They do not differ on Jewish law, but on certain customs and traditions based on geographical locations.  Differences can be most noticeable in regards to the clothing they wear.  

Conservative Judiasm:  Is a 100 year old movement founded in the US that embraces the 613 mitzvoth (laws), but the interpretation of the laws and customs is more liberal.

Reform Judiasm:  Is a movement founded in Germany in the 1800s that generally emphasized the spirit of many of the laws and customs but not the laws and customs themselves. 
