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Every National Guardsman is familiar with the minuteman image, which is part of the
symbols for both the Army and the Air National Guard, but few may know its details.
The image comes from the famous minuteman statue that stands near the North Bridge
outside Concord, Massachusetts where American colonial militia engaged and defeated
British regulars at the Battle of Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775.

A reproduction of the statue stands in the foyer of the National Guard Memorial Building
in Washington, DC as well as in front of the Army National Guard Readiness Center in
Arlington, Virginia.

Completed in 1874, the Concord Minuteman statue was sculpted by Concord resident
Daniel Chester French. It was inspired in part by Ralph Waldo Emerson's poem "Concord
Hymn" which includes the lines:

"By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,
Here once the embattled farmers stood,
And fired the shot heard round the world."

The plow at this back and the musket in his hand symbolically portray the “embattled
farmers.”

According to Concord historian Roland Wells Robbins in his booklet The Story of the
Minute Man (1967, The Country Press, Inc, New London, NH), French had never
sculpted a life-sized statue before, much less one in bronze. He was 22 years old at the
time and had only been studying sculpture for three years. When, in 1872 the Concord
Town Meeting approved the start of a sculptor search, he was persuaded to apply and
subsequently won the commission. He sculpted the model from 1873 to 1874.

The sculptor’s intent was to portray Captain Isaac Davis of Acton. On the day of the
battle, Capt. Davis was asked if he was afraid to lead his Acton minute company and the
colonial column into Concord and possibly die for its defense. He responded, "No, I am
not and I haven't a man that is!" He was killed at the North Bridge on April 19, 1775.

No portrait of Davis was available, so French used several models. These included
pictures of Davis' relatives and men who were said to resemble him in some way. Also,
he used a variety of local men dressed for the part.

Although there is no evidence of a connection, the statue's inclusion of the coat thrown
across the plough may be a reference to the story of Abel Parker from the farming
community of Pepperell who was plowing when he heard the alarm to muster. In the
book "I am the Guard," historian Michael Doubler says that Parker left his plough in its
furrow, and without stopping to unyoke his oxen, dashed to his house, seized his coat in
one arm and his musket in the other and ran to his minuteman company's assembly point.




[image: image2.jpg]The statue was cast in bronze at the Ames Foundry in Chicopee, MA. According to
Robbins, the cost to cast the 1280-pound sculpture was to be $1,583.62. Ten pieces of
condemned cannon reputedly captured in the battle of Louisburg were somehow donated
to the project. It was sold to the foundry for a credit of twenty-two cents per pound for
what was used for the statue, and twenty cents for each pound left over. The bronze from
the cannon was melted down and poured for the casting. In the end, a refund of $7.89 was
given the town. (Even in its symbology the militia concept makes good economic sense
and provides a cost-effective asset to people!)

In addition to being a symbol of the National Guard, the image of the Concord
Minuteman was also an identifying and rallying symbol for war bonds during WWIL.

-- MAJ Robert Preiss




