THE NATIONAL GUARD MINUTEMAN

The symbol of the National Guard is the Minuteman statue by Daniel Chester French at the foot of the bridge where the Battle of Concord, Massachusetts took place on 19 April 1775.

The statue, which was dedicated in April 1875, depicts a Minuteman leaving his farm, signified by the plow, holding his musket ready to defend his community.  The statue symbolizes the qualities of the Citizen-soldier of 1775 and of today.

Minutemen were part of the militia tasked with responding immediately to any emergency. Massachusetts organized Minuteman companies during the winter of 1774-1775 and several other provinces followed.  The Minute companies responded first to the British move to Lexington and Concord in April 1775 and, as the alarm spread, other militia units responded.

As the Revolutionary War began, the need for Minute companies lessened as large numbers of Continental and militia troops entered active duty.

The Minuteman statue memorializes the heritage of the National Guard, its mission and its role in American history.




























