The National Guard

The birth date of the National Guard, December 13, 1636, is based on the organization of the North, South and East Regiments, Massachusetts Militia, as the first permanent militia units in America.  The National Guard has grown from these three regiments to several thousand units located in 54 states, territories and the District of Columbia.

The Minuteman

The Minuteman is the official symbol of the National Guard and represents the thousands of citizen-soldiers who have faithfully served their community, state and nation.  In the months before the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, Minutemen were organized into militia units, which were trained, equipped and instantly available, just as the National Guard is today.  They earned their place in American history when they opposed the British at Concord Bridge, Massachusetts on April 19, 1775.  This replica of the Concord Minuteman, "Sergeant Howie", was made in 1991.  "Howie" symbolizes the service and sacrifice of countless thousands of National Guard men and women throughout the past three and a half centuries.

LTC Leonid Kondratuik, Chief NGB, Historical Services Division, 17 May 1994




























